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From carvings to street theatre, our flagship Emerging Artist 
Residency returns with seven trailblazing creatives. 

 

Shopfront Arts Co-op 2026 ArtsLab: Overflow. All images by Joshua Morris Photography 
ArtsLab artists (L to R), TOP ROW, Robert Hoang, Jasmine Jenkins, Spark Sanders Robinson. MIDDLE ROW, Joshua Di Mattina-

Beven, Madi Phoenix. BOTTOM ROW, Elijah Lemusuifeauali’i ⁠and Anusha Thomas. 

 

Shopfront Arts ArtsLab: Overflow, is a festival of seven new creative works by emerging 

artists. With bold new performance works spanning installation, theatre, puppetry, carving, 

performance art and film – this year’s ArtsLab is an exciting blend of young voices. ⁠ 

Premiering from April 8-18 at Shopfront Arts in Carlton, Sydney, these works invite 

audiences into stories of meddling aunties, climate change, a Cabramatta gangster, 

transness and family, water fountains made of bodies, and Pasifika bowl carving. 

For 18 years, ArtsLab has been Shopfront Arts’ flagship emerging artist residency program: 

a six-month laboratory that offers free space, masterclasses, networking opportunities and 

professional mentorship. The 2026 cohort was mentored by industry mentors Jordan Shea⁠, 

Tasnim Hossain⁠, Harriet Gillies ⁠, Jules Orcullo⁠, Sisi’uno Helu⁠, Alice Osborne and 

Rosemary Myers. 

 

This year’s artists-in-residence include Robert Hoang, Jasmine Jenkins, Spark Sanders 

Robinson, Joshua Di Mattina-Beven, Madi Phoenix, Elijah Lemusuifeauali’i ⁠and Anusha 

Thomas.  



 

 

ArtsLab: Overflow presents:  
 

 

Holy Mackerel! The Death of the Son and the 
Power of the Fish  
By Jasmine Jenkins 
Mentored by Jules Orcullo  

 
When two broken men meet on an Eden pier, they learn to love 
each  other - and themselves - through the power of 
storytelling. 

  
Holy Mackerel! The Death of the Son and the Power of the Fish 
is a new play about transness, family, grief, and belonging. 

 

Mind Your Business 
By Anusha Thomas 
Mentored by Tasnim Hossain  

 
Aunties know your business - that much has always been true. 
The goal has always been to keep them out of your business. 
 
But what if those exact meddling skills are needed to solve a 
pretty big, pretty dastardly and pretty stinky crime? 
 

 

WaterWorks 
By Joshua Di Mattina-Beven 
Mentored by Harriet Gillies  

 
WaterWorks is a leaky, malfunctioning flesh-sculpture in-the-
making. 
  
A cast of 7 bodies performatively de/construct the fountain as 
an object of public monument, pleasure, endurance and 
gathering. 



 

Big Trouble in Little Saigon 
By Robert Hoang 
Mentored by Jordan Shea 

 
Cabramatta. 90s. Vietnamese. Gangsters. A story of 
masculinity and belonging for a generation trapped between 
two cultures, Big Trouble in Little Saigon is a sleek and stylish 
coming-of-age tale disguised as an Australian crime drama... 
set in a suburb as dynamic as it is diverse. 

 

 

Tala ‘O e Kumete  
By Elijah Lemusuifeauali’i 
Mentored by Sisi’uno Helu 

 
Tala ‘O e Kumete is a gallery exhibition that expands on the 
personal experiences of artist & carver, Elijah Lemusuifeauali’i 
and his journey of exploring Pacific knowledge, with specific 
focus on stories and carving of Kumete/ Tanoa. 
 
It tells “Stories of the Kumete” to share and feed other Pasifika 
diaspora who, like him, are eagerly waiting, hungry for 
knowledge.  
 

 

What We See In the Water 
By Spark Sanders Robinson 
Mentored by Alice Osborne 

 
Combining puppetry, object theatre and an original story, What 
We See in the Water reimagines the music of classical 
composer Edward Elgar to explore the personal cost of 
changes outside of our control and how we respond to our 
rapidly deteriorating planet. 
 

 

Sleeping Kings 
By Madi Phoenix 
Mentored by Rosemary Myers 

 
Woven with a thread of folklore and magic, Sleeping Kings 
spans across a year in the life of two unlikely friends as they 
find purpose together. 
  
But can they hold hope when fate has other plans? 

 



PROGRAM & TIMES 
April 8-18 

• Wed 8/15 Apr – 7-9pm 

• Thurs 9/16 Apr – 4-8pm 

• Fri 10/17 Apr  - 7:30-9:30pm 

• Sat 11/15 Apr – 12-9pm 
 
Industry Networking Event, Sat 11 Apr, 2-4pm  
 
Production Manager: Georgia Tyrril 
Sound Designer: Rowan Yeomans 
Lighting Designer: Tyler Fitzpatrick 
 
ACCESSIBLE PERFORMANCES   
All performances are wheelchair accessible. 
Auslan Performances promoted on our 
website. 
   

 
 
Media enquiries:  
Fia Morrison: fia.morrison@shopfront.org.au 
Phone: (02) 9588 3948 

VENUE 
Shopfront Arts Co-Op 
86-88 Carlton Pde, Carlton NSW 2218 
PRICE 
Tickets $15 - $30 
 
More information and to purchase tickets: 
https://collections.humanitix.com/artslab-
overflow#group0 
 
Image credit:  
Joshua Morris 

  
 

ABOUT SHOPFRONT ARTS CO-OP 

www.shopfront.org.au 

 

Shopfront Arts Co-op is the home of youth arts. We stand as Sydney’s only cross-art form organisation led by and 

dedicated to the artistry of young people. For five decades, Shopfront has amplified the voices of young people. 

Supported by practising, professional artists, our members make bold and ambitious works of creative expression. We 

champion acts of artistic bravery. Being a member of Shopfront means you are part of something. Our co-operative is 

an inclusive community of artists sharing a common goal of making great art (and having a lot of fun along the way).  

 

With thanks to: 

  

END OF RELEASE 

Shopfront is on Bidjigal and Kameygal Country.  

We're privileged to work, play and tell stories on this land. We respect all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and Elders past and present.  

They are the first storytellers—and the most enduring. 
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