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[bookmark: _Hlk118287888]The Dr Jennifer Fitzgerald AM Research Grant 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk99611463]Scope is a not-for-profit disability support provider that supports more than 5,600 people across Victoria and New South Wales who live with complex intellectual, physical and multiple disabilities. Many of these individuals require high levels of support. Our purpose is to create meaningful opportunities for people with disability to belong and thrive. Scope provides Supported Independent Living, therapy services, recreation and leisure support, employment services, and conducts research.
Dr Jennifer Fitzgerald was CEO of Scope from 2012 until early 2022. Throughout her time as CEO, Dr Fitzgerald was a champion for people with disability and their families. She successfully transformed Scope to adapt to a customer-driven and commercial environment during the transition to the National Disability Insurance Scheme. Dr Fitzgerald was a Director of the Ability Roundtable, a member of the Victorian Ministerial National Disability Insurance Scheme Implementation Taskforce and held past Directorships of Ability First Australia, Cerebral Palsy Australia, and National Disability Services. Dr Fitzgerald retired from Scope in 2022.
The Dr Jennifer Fitzgerald AM Research Grant was created to honour Dr Fitzgerald’s significant contribution to Scope and the disability sector, as well as her commitment to research and evidence-based practice. A research grant of up to $30,000 (excluding GST) is available for one 1-2 year research project. The grant is open to Chief Investigators with disability who are early career researchers (within five post-PhD, excluding career disruptions) and are employed at an Australian university or other setting in Australia, such as a community service organisation. 
The successful recipient will undertake research that aligns with Scope’s purpose and vision. To be considered, applicants must demonstrate how their proposed research is relevant to people with complex intellectual, physical and multiple disabilities and reflects Scope’s research priority areas.
Scope’s research priorities are:
Reducing health and wellbeing inequalities in people with disability.
Improving the social participation of people with disability.
Improving economic participation of people with disability.
Developing and testing tools and processes for measuring the impact of disability services.
Scope is also interested in other areas, including the National Disability Insurance Scheme, workforce issues, housing, and operational/business efficiencies, and welcomes applications addressing these topics provided relevance to people with complex intellectual, physical and multiple disabilities is clearly demonstrated.
The grant funds can be used for a new project or to support an existing project (where there is a funding gap) or to build on or add to an existing project. The funding can be used for salaries, purchase of material and equipment essential for the research, data collection, publication and dissemination of the research outputs, or other consumables. Funding for items for the purchase of laptops, iPads or other tablets and indirect costs (e.g., facility and equipment use, utilities, legal, procurement) will not be funded. 
An individual may serve as Chief Investigator on only one grant application. However, they are eligible to participate as a Co-Investigator on a maximum of one additional application.
Please note:
· Word and page limits for all questions will be enforced. Any text exceeding the specified word count or page limit will be deleted and not considered during the assessment process.
· Shortlisted applicants may be invited to an interview, which will be conducted in a format that suits their preferences.
Deadline for submission:
Applications should be submitted to Dr Caroline Hart at chart@scopeaust.org.au 
by Friday 12th June 2026, 11.59 pm (AEST). 
Late applications will not be accepted.
Please attach:
· A brief cover letter describing your area of interest and suitability for the research grant.
· The application
· A Curriculum Vitae (up to 3 pages long) for the Chief Investigator.
For more information:
Please contact:
Dr Caroline Hart at chart@scopeaust.org.au
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